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official had made to prevent the Protestant islanders of his
valley from singing their minis. It was an attempt of thegendarme
to show that he and not the Protestant pastor was the one whom
the islanders should obey even in affairs relating to their
religion, Gauguin's energetic intervention had secured an
acquittal when the islanders had been prosecuted*
A short time before the arrival of the Colonial Inspectors
this same official had thought wise to concoct a dishonourable
plot* He suggested to the local chief that he should invite
a dozen or two of the inhabitants of the valley to a secret
drinking party in the mountains for the purpose of enjoying
illicitly brewed kava. While the party was at its height the
gendarme himself appeared and took the names of all present
with a view to a prosecution* He had the capricious honour to
omit from the list of the guilty the name of the chief who,
when the representative of the law had descended on the
party that he had instigated, was among the most intoxicated
of the feasters* The tribunal fined him, however, one hundred
francs, the same fine that all the others were forced to pay.
Gauguin was filled with bitterness at this monstrous case
of provocation and set himself the task of obtaining some
irrefutable proof of the corruption of the gendarmerie and thereby
forcing the Colonial Administrators to take action* He was
able to obtain proof that two American whalers were in the
habit of calling at Vaitahu in the neighbouring island of
Tahuata with contraband goods, Gauguin had previously
intervened on behalf of the inhabitants of this island when
they had protested against being obliged to send their children
to the Mission school at Atuana, on the ground that it was too
far for them across the intervening straits to bring food for
their children every day. The gendarme of the island, whose
many occupations naturally included that of customs officer,
was a party to the illegal landing of certain merchandise
without the payment of the necessary tax, while he himself
bought whatever he wished* The women of the island, as well
as many who came across the channel that separated Tahuata
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